From mice to men: Three cases of human infection with Cryptosporidium ditrichi.
Most human cases of cryptosporidiosis are caused by Cryptosporidium parvum or Cryptosporidium hominis. However, the number of recognised Cryptosporidium species, some of which are capable of infecting humans, is continuously increasing. Here we present three human cases infected with Cryptosporidium ditrichi, a recently described species in Apodemus spp. (striped field mouse, yellow-necked mouse, and wood mouse) from various European countries. All three patients were infected in Sweden, but in different years and in different parts of the country. Two patients, from whom clinical data were available, showed symptoms consistent with cryptosporidiosis. For one patient, epidemiological data indicated a possible close contact with mice. The obtained sequences at the small subunit rRNA, actin, and Cryptosporidium oocyst wall protein loci showed 100% identity to C. ditrichi isolates from Apodemus spp., while no 70 kDa heat shock protein gene sequences from C. ditrichi were available for comparison. This study shows the importance of including molecular typing in Cryptosporidium surveillance programmes, and it adds one more species to the plethora of Cryptosporidium spp. hitherto diagnosed in Swedish patients.